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| 1, A Russian mining expedition 18 operating in northern Sinktang 

| Prowinca in an avea rcughly designated as 47° North end 90° East, They are 
mining ami purchasing various minerals of which those containing tungsten 
appear to ba more in demand. In fact, highest prices are paid for those con- 
taining wolfranite and other minerals containing the highest percentage of — 
tungsten. There is no indication of any activity in this area with respect 
to uranium-bearing minerals. 


ly 
and scened most interested in locating and collecting tungsten ninerals, 
Hative labor waa utilized in ceveral ways. The prospecting was conducted by 
three or four Russian geologists, assinted ty about twelve Kasakh natives, 
The subsequent mining operations were surface cuttings on a small scale, Ho 
heavy nachinery was apparent. Some native lebor vas exployed directly, while 
sicagibicedrrps collected minerela on their om and sold their collection to 


- & An airfield has been constructed in the vicinity of Shara-Sune, and 
Rugsien planes come in regularly. With the exception of guards traveling on 
the ore trucks, most of the Russian personnel come and go by air transportation, 
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25X1 According to that 
: ne report, a Soviet 
25X1- dition enterad the Asian Zone of Northern Sinklang, in May 1946. The 


expedition ms accompanied by Red Aruy personnel as guards. An airfteld was / 
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voportedly established at Chenghua (Shara~Sume, 47° 13° N, 89° 38! EB). The 
Laing expedition is engaged in nining and purchasing Beryl, Spodunenc, 
Golunbyet, and a vaguely identified nineral, thought to be Bismthinite. 
‘Sho vines ara at Chenghua and Fuvan. ‘The main Russian interest seened to be 
fin Golunhyet. 

‘Thin Russien activity is ponsible beceuse the area is in the hands of 
the rebol forces, the so-colled Ining Group. These rebel forces apparently 


ceoperate with Russians operating in this area, without any permission fren 
the Sinkieng Provincial Governnent. ) 
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